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and the Church — and that was much earlier than intervention by the State.” Therefore, the school, considering
its historic beginnings, by its very nature is an institution that helps families and the Church. As a result, logic
and moral necessity demands that the school should not oppose, but on the other hand, it should agree with the
two communities in a most perfect moral unity. Together with the family and the Church, it should create a
sanctuary devoted to Christian education under the threat of passing by its goal and slipping away in the
opposite direction. Some worldly person acknowledged this saying: “Unless a school is a temple, it is a cave or
aden!” He further added — “If the literary, social and religious upbringings or education do not agree with each
other, the person is unhappy and powerless!”

Therefore, it must be loudly stressed that Catholics of whatever nation on earth who are making efforts to
put their children in a Catholic school are not organizing any kind of political party but are following their
conscience in fulfilling a religious duty. They are not at all thinking of separating their children from the body
and soul of the nation, but they are seeking to raise them in the best possible way in order that they may
contribute to the nation’s success. A good Catholic, because of his Catholic education becomes the best citizen
who loves his country and loyally supports the authority of its government. These facts have been verified
throughout the past centuries — from the first century with Tertullian to the much later times of St. Augustine
who openly challenged all those who were opposed to the Catholic Church. We, too, in our times can repeat
with him: “Those who claim that Christ’s teachings are the enemy of the State — let them take soldiers who were
formed by Christ’s teachings; then let them take such subjects, such married couples, such wives, such parents
and such sons — all formed by Christ’s teachings — and then let them say that Christ’s teachings are an enemy of
the State. On the contrary, if you can get them to listen, let them not hesitate to name these teachings as the
strong mainstay of the State.

Such are today’s so-called outdated or old fashioned truths concerning family, marriage and education!
They are truths which bring success, happiness and satisfaction to the home and to the nation!
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I greet all of you my dear fellow country-men with the words: “Praised be Jesus Christ!”

There is no doubt that our civilization has advanced tremendously in this twentieth century — especially in
the last thirty some years! In that short time, the world advanced about a thousand years. Every so often there
are new discoveries in every field. Man can freely boast that he has harnessed what up until now had been the
secret and mythical forces of the laws of nature and put them into his service. He changed and transformed the
world. He has reduced the size of the world — from an enormous sphere to a little ball. Unbelievably, he has
shortened enormous distances. As examples, I offer you the radio and the airplane. In the twinkling of an eye,
the radio brings you voices of people from thousands of miles away. Within a few hours, airplanes can
transport people from America, to Europe, Asia or Africa. Indeed civilization has made many advances in
every materialistic area making people’s lives easier and more pleasant.

However, has civilization made similar advances in the spiritual realm? Has civilization produced a better
person? A nobler person? Has civilization raised him above the machine and above all senseless creatures?
Has civilization called forth from man something additional, or rather did it bring into prominence something
that was negative? Did this renowned civilization give our society more noble citizens? Did it give families
exemplary men and ideal fathers? More self-sacrificing wives and mothers? Obedient and mutually loving and
lovable children?

Let our daily happenings answer these questions which are not mine but of many others who look at the
events of daily life with fear and trepidation. Yet our country is considered the most advanced, the most
civilized and the most modern in the world. We are members of this society. Therefore, let’s pick up one of the
daily newspapers and what do we read? Murders, manslaughters and robberies! What makes this worse is the
fact that the perpetrators are mostly young people! They are not only boys — but, often they are 15 and 16 year
old girls! Crowds of school-aged children loitering on the city streets at late hours of the night, hanging out,
making noise and romancing someone! Are these young people homeless? Don’t they have a mother and
father? Are they crowds of gypsies or are they gangs of our unruly, neglected children? How many of them
sooner or later end up in court and are then thrown into jail? And here- and I stress this — these young boys and
girls do not come from the slums! At least, not all of them! These are children of the so-called “better”
families — children with a higher education, from homes that are comfortable and are blessed with all material
things! Yet, these normal young people want to live an abnormal life!

OUTDATED TRUTHS

Here in American society, marriage and family was never considered that what it is in reality —
HOLINESS! Modern civilization, based on materialism has affected the dignity and true meaning of family
ties. Modern literature and modern theater have lashed out at marriage and family in a most merciless manner.
Little by little, a slackness took place followed by a loosening and then by perversion. Those who were short-
sighted were finding all sorts of reasons for this: First, they said that this was because of World War I. Then it
was due to the lack of jobs. Then- it was because the times were good! - And today? Now everything is
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blamed on the world war! Regardless — whether it is wartime or post war time, a lack of jobs or prosperity,
prohibition or a lawful sale of drinks, the courts are constantly granting separations, divorces and the
nullification of marriages. Catholics are constantly entering into mixed marriages and there have been many
amiable marriages entered into on a trial basis! In marriage tribunals, there is so much perjury, lies and the
stretching of facts! There is an open campaign against marriage which is a continuation of the battle of evil
against good, pagan understandings against Christian attitudes, order against disorder, selfishness and egoism
against true love and dedication! How many romance novels have been written and still are being written that
carry conviction to so many whose minds are shallow or empty! How many theatrical plays and movies have
been created which not only try to poke fun at marriage but strive to make it look repugnant by exaggerating the
problems and pains of marital life? They always paint the husband or the wife as a repugnant character and the
empty-headed silly coquette as being beautiful and noble and the seducer as handsome and noble! Please
remember that not only literature, but now theatricals and movies have a greater influence on people than real
life has on literature, theater or the movies!

In these present times, these three factors form public opinion and educate our adults, our youth and our
children! The causes of moral corruption are many and varied. I am not going to enumerate them today
because each is like a link in a long chain. I’ll get back to them later.

As of now, I will turn to the only true source of human wisdom — to our Catholic teaching! It is here I want
to learn, first of all — “What is marriage?” Secondly — I want to learn — “What should marriage be?” As is my
custom, [ will speak clearly and with all sincerity.

The sacrament of Marriage is a contract between two people in order to have children whom they will bring
up as Christians. In these few very simple words is contained all that one should know about this material, what
must be remembered and put into action. Our basic Catholic principles make no mention of personal comfort or
personal happiness nor does it mention any sharing of goods or properties which almost always influences the
choice of this particular wife or husband. However, it is usually the mothers who discuss these things as
they definitely want to be matchmakers! Today, I’ll skip over that point, however. A deep mutual love of one
for the other is the basis for a happy marriage! Since Jesus Christ attended the wedding feast at Cana in Galilee
and there performed His first miracle, He raised Marriage to the dignity of a sacrament. Since that time, the
bride and groom solemnly vow to each other their love and faithfulness “until death”! Someone described it so:
“To love and to be loved in marriage became everyone’s desire, the poetry of life, the dream of youth and bright
memory of the old!”

What is that kind of love? It encompasses what is highest and most noble in man. It is that mutual
understanding, a complete trust in one another, sharing the same principles, desires, plans and understandings.
When such people choose one another and marry, they attain that which is rare in life and which is feverishly
sought after by all — true happiness, satisfaction and peace! Too many people put too much weight on personal
success. That is just one purpose in life. Prosperity, pleasures, usage of things, the satisfaction of one’s
ambitions are the things that people strive for and work to achieve! But yet, neither prosperity nor offices nor
titles nor honors will bring man either satisfaction or true happiness! They never did!

In married life, both parties have rights and obligations. The wife has a right to her husband’s love and
protection. She has the duty to love her husband, take care of the house and accept the difficult but happy state
of motherhood. However, most often when young people are getting married, one does not think of the rights




image3.jpeg
of the other or of one’s own obligations. Each considers only his/her rights and his or her personal happiness.
But the least thing they think about is the true purpose of marriage: children, a family, of furthering their own
generation, of the future and the continuation of their nation! If young people were concerned about all these
things, how differently and more thoroughly would young people think before choosing the father, or mother of
their children.

Today, young people marry for two reasons: First because of blind love at first sight! This may be a
momentary attraction, a temporary blindness, but it is not love! How does this “blind love” usually end up?
I’m sure no explanation is needed here! The second reason — “He has so much “or” She has this and that” — If
we join what we possess together there will be plenty for us not only to live comfortably but to live “high on the
hog!” That is a mathematical marriage which is neither reasonable nor sensible! Possessions do not buy love
or happiness. Material possessions can make life easier, but more often squabbles, disagreements and discord
and end up in court trials! Only the conscientious fulfillment of the duties of married life and the obligation of
that state of life with a chosen beloved spouse can and does create true and lasting happiness in married life!
The holiest and most praiseworthy of all the duties of a wife is — Motherhood!

The first commentator on the lessons of Christ wrote in a letter to Timothy: “A woman will be saved
through motherhood, provided she persevered in faith, love and holiness with self-control.” The supernatural
purpose of marriage is to give souls to God. The natural purpose is to create “that most important, most basic
unit of civilized nations!” As long as the marriage does not produce children, it is just a couple of people. Itis
not yet a family! I would now like to read you words of a learned Polish woman — Fudakowska:

“It is only the arrival in the world of this small, noisy, helpless being-n that brings with himself a lot of
suffering, a lot of self-sacrifice on the part of the mother, new problems and worries for the father and heavy
responsibilities for both of them that family life begins, a life full of future promise and work. We can’t hide
the fact from ourselves that giving birth to children and especially carrying them in pregnancy and giving birth
in a lot of pain, raising them while endlessly watching over their health of body and soul — all of this demands
sacrifice and true virtue. Is it possible to have any kind of happiness on this earth without ransom, suffering or
difficulty? We know well that we can’t. Even those people who use pagan customs to avoid the hardships of
life and just think about themselves and indulge themselves in everything must admit that they cannot avoid
suffering. There is only one prescription for this suffering — one means of dealing with it — i.e. to conform to
the Will of God! Some like to call it — resignation! Just a quick glance at a crucifix can give this to a person in
all its fullness. However, presently people are possessed of a strange fear of pain and difficulty. Added to this
they want to be happy — but it is not the true joy they seek, but the joy of using conveniences, enjoying
freedoms and pleasures. For this reason there are more and more married couples who either don’t want to have
any children or else they conform to a certain economy thinking that they have the right to regulate the number
of their children. Meanwhile, the rule of the Catholic Church with regard to this practice is absolutely clear and
precise: It forbids all kinds of birth control! Young women today use a variety of reasons and all kinds of
pretenses to avoid motherhood. Sometimes, it’s from fear of sickness and death. This is just plain and simple
cowardice! If a soldier runs away from the field of battle, doesn’t he become disgraced and covered with
shame? Women who bravely and patiently brave the dangers of childbirth render a great service to their
country. Where else would you find confidence in the mercy of God and help from heaven?

Another reason given for not wanting to have a large family — or at least several children — are the material
difficulties involved, such as the rising costs of maintaining and educating a large family! In one word —the
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economy! But — sometimes it is just plain stinginess! There are many examples taken directly from life and not
from books or stories that teach us irrefutably that God blesses those who have several children. Besides that,
just the upbringing of a group — all different characters is a function that is truly miraculous.

The third reason for avoiding motherhood — and probably the most common in shallow selfishness! The
young wife doesn’t want to lose her figure — even temporarily nor does she want to give up her dancing, her
playing of any sport and her part in the affairs of her friends. To give birth, to feed a little one, to change
diapers and be by a cradle or crib — these things did not appeal to her! They were not attractive and were not
modern! Once before, maybe by accident she became pregnant and bore one child — and for her, that’s enough!
In fact, sometimes it is even too much! A person lives just once! One’s youth passes quickly therefore you
must use your life while there is still time. For such reasons the husband and wife together decide how to avoid
pregnancy and the birth of children. Without any scruples they break God’s law and trample upon the natural
flow of life, burdening their own conscience in the matter of creation. It is important for us to remember that
nothing multiplies as quickly and easily as evil and that example always comes from above! When Christ
Himself wanted to explain what the greatest happiness is, He used the comparison of the happiness of the
mother, who in minutes forgets the pain she endured for she brought forth a child into the world and she
rejoices that she gave birth to a man! The deeper our understanding of the value of the human soul, the power
of its immortality and the beauty of its eternal destiny — the more we appreciate the dignity of motherhood.

There is a great variety of books that instruct future mothers of what they should do during pregnancy to
safeguard their own health and the healthy physical development of the child. However, there are very few
sources which remind her of her need of the child. However, there are very few sources which remind her of
her need of self-control, of peace and of prayer during these important nine months. Body and soul, nerves with
all her dispositions and tendencies, the intellect with her power to think — all these are intrinsically part of being
human — and the child inherits the physical characteristics and mental abilities of his parents through the
mother!

I refer again to Fudakowska who writes: “I have six children and I have observed in each one of them from
the time they were little the influence of what my disposition was during that particular pregnancy. Especially
such things as tastes, likes and interests must be reflected back either favorably or unfavorably in the
dispositions of the child. That is why it is important to be cheerful and avoid thoughtlessness, a devil-may care
attitude and sluggishness. The expectant mother should show a joy of sacrifice, an attractive pleasantness and
be involved in a lot of work. This will fill her with an honest spirit of peace. Some serious reading with a little
reflection on it every day has a soothing effect on the mother’s nerves. It also reacts favorably on the future
character and abilities of the child.” And that is not all! Someone once quoted to me the words of St. Francis
de Sales who was able to apply eternal truths so beautifully to the needs of life. He often said: “You must speak
to God more often about the children rather than to the children about God!” During this blessed state and time
when the mother cannot yet speak with her unborn child, she has in her power the great, powerful means of
prayer that she can offer for the beloved little person within her!

After the birth the great work of upbringing begins — and that does not only refer to physical upbringing.
From the very first days of a child’s life, the parents should show concern for his soul. Above all, the sacrament
of Baptism should not be delayed or put off for many long days or weeks. Then just as we teach the little one
cleanliness and shield him from dirt and germs, just as we accustom him to frequent washing and bathing, so,
t00, should we accustom him to visible signs of the faith. Morning and evening trace the Sign of the Cross over




image5.jpeg
him, first with just your own hand and gradually do it with his own little hand held in yours. Pin a little medal
to your baby’s shirt and hang a crucifix or a framed holy picture on the wall over the crib. Point these things
out to the child so that he becomes accustomed to them from infancy. It is really the mother who must teach her
child these things. She must learn to teach her baby in such a way that she does not tire him our or bore him. A
little child has a very short attention span of just a few minutes and adults must be aware of this. But a good
mother uses every opportunity to turn her child’s pure childish joy to God! Even little children feel the need of
expressing their awe and their joy! Little ones should be taught who created them and who gives them all the
things that bring them so much pleasure — i.e. the warmth of the sun, the flowers, fruit, the birds, the sand, etc.
A good mother will never present a hoax or a fairy-tale to her little child as something that is true to life. In
general, little children are skeptics. Woe to that mother whose child cannot believe her or trust her! Parents
should not threaten or frighten their child with witches or gypsies. All the more, they should never use God to
threaten them for they should want that child to love God from a very early age. To tell a child — “God is angry
with you” or “God will punish you!” — These are big threats to a child and should be used rarely — for some
great offense. They should never be used lightly! Until a child is about five years old, it suffices for the parents
to say “That’s not nice!” “That’s bad!” or “That’s nice or good!” for a child to learn at his age the difference
between good and bad. In bringing up children, parents should avoid everything that is lowly and vulgar.

Have you ever seen the unbelief and horror in the eyes of little children who witness adults who are arguing
violently, showing their bad temper or being greatly irritated? Children imitate adults like little monkeys,
repeating all their words and gestures which automatically sink into the depths of their being and becomes part
of them. Involuntarily and unconsciously, everything that happens at home is absorbed by the child’s alive and
very sensitive imagination and someday sooner or later that child’s impression will be repeated in his own
behavior. No one should ever discuss topics which children should not know in the presence of children with
the naive excuse — “They are little and don’t understand anything!” It is also extremely important that a certain
category of pictures should never be exposed on the walls of a Catholic home! The local environment
sometimes unconsciously creates in children an inclination to good or evil thus spoiling that which God gave. It
is extremely important and absolutely necessary to remember that even the very best methods and ways of
upbringing children must fail if parents lose sight of the supernatural goal of this life and upbringing! Children
are not born just for their parents and their nation. — They have a higher and more perfect destiny for they were
born for God!

Pope Pius XI wrote: “The art of education or upbringing depends upon the making of a person that what he
should be, as he should behave during his early life in order that he may achieve the goal for which he was
created. Education or upbringing of children is by nature a work of society and not of individuals. Two
communities in the natural order are the family and State. There is a third supernatural community — the
Church! The family holds the first place. It was directly instituted by God for His own purpose which is the
giving birth to and the upbringing and education of their progeny. This family is first by nature in its
relationship to the State and therefore has primacy by law!”

The result of this upbringing and education which encompasses the entire person, both individually and
socially, in the order of nature and grace, belongs to all three communities in their respective measures.
Because it is absolutely necessary that new generations be educated in the arts and in studies from which society
will benefit and prosper — and since the family alone was not equal to the task, the institution of community
schools arose. It is very important to remember this — “Schools were instituted by the initiative of the parents




